MODEL
COURSE

©.08

TRAINING COURSE
FOR INSTRUCTORS

2017 Edition




Foreword

After the adoption of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping
for Seafarers (STCW), 1978, the International Maritime Organization (IMO) recognized the need to provide
guidance to maritime academies and training institutes to develop model training courses that are in compliance
with STCW Convention requirements for certification of seafarers. Hence the IMO model course programme
was introduced to provide guidance with a view to supporting maritime training providers and to assist
maritime administrations responsible for the approval of STCW courses.

The model course programme has been a long-time success and IMO has developed a number of model
courses to help in effectively implementing the STCW Convention and the Knowledge, Understanding and
Proficiency (KUP) requirements of the STCW Code. | believe that the key to this success is adherence to the
requirements of the Convention while, at the same time, these requirements are supplemented with industry
best practices so that seafarers can be confident in carrying out the duties on board. The success of a course
depends on the skills and competence of individual course facilitators. As part of the model courses, IMO has

also developed guidance on the implementation of the model course, which may help those less experienced
facilitators to make each course a success.

Whilst aiming to uniformly implement the requirements of the STCW Convention and Code, the model course
programme is designed to provide flexibility so as to allow training providers to adjust the course programme
to the needs of seafarers and trainees, based on their previous work experience and education.

| reiterate that IMO model courses are for the purpose of guidance only, and not to be regarded as an official
interpretation of the STCW Convention. They can be of assistance to administrations to facilitate the process
of approval of STCW course programmes, and could be used by maritime academies and training providers
in the development of courses that satisfy the requirements set out in the STCW Convention and STCW Code.

This model course was validated by the IMO Sub-Committee on Human Element, Training and Watchkeeping
at its fourth session (30 January to 3 February 2017) and | wish training providers and seafarers that the course

makes the navigation of ships safer.

K. Lim
Secretary-General
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